
	

	



	

	



	

	

 
Article Translated to English :  
 

 
Reading in Bed 5 by Chantal Joffe. Photo by Jack Hems. Courtesy of the Artist and Victoria Miro.  
 
‘The Dog's Birthday’: Chantal Joffe my dear and tender ones’ 
 
Hiding nothing of her daily life, the artist paints an intimate and indiscreet portrait of those closest 
to her. 
 
The small painting that gives its title to Chantal Joffe's first exhibition in France since 2001 also sets the family 
tone and the unctuous touch. It's The Dog's Birthday, which its owner cuddles in her arms, seated in front of 
the cake prepared for the occasion. The subject, overly sentimental, becomes more complex through the 
treatment given by the London artist. The girl's long hair drips in chestnut curls over the frizzy fur of the dog, 
painted with generous brushstrokes that reduce it to a big ball with uncertain contours and even an uncertain 
shape. The dog, all excited by so much pampering, fidgets and wriggles. From the owner to the dog and right 
down to the cake, everything is coated in a brown monochrome, with the same greasy and comfortable layer. 
The painting depicts a warm moment of shared affection in the family home, where ridicule does not kill, and 
where appearances count less. 
 
Trimmed Down 
Joffe (born in 1969) hides nothing of her hours or her subjects, those closest to her - her husband, her 
daughter, her friends and often herself - are not at their best. The result is a cosy, unashamed work that does 
not spare its models, whom the brush tenderly caresses, but a little too closely and a little too hard. Like a 



	

	

slobby kiss. The husband's arms, and especially his sex, are flailing as he emerges from the bath. His sticky 
grey hair stands on end. He hasn't had time to grab his towel yet. 
 
He has to pass in front of the toilet, where the seat, and the window overlooking into the night make Richard 
in the Bathroom at Night 2 a very intimate, even indiscreet background. Although the artist chose a brighter 
background coloured a sunny yellow for Self-Portrait on the Champs-Elysées, she did not try to shine. With her 
hands in the pockets of her overcoat, her head is strangely parted from the forehead. When people 
questioned her about this, Chantal Joffe replied that she had a problem finding her place in the space of the 
canvas, and that by starting to paint her feet, she sometimes didn't have enough room for her whole head. So 
it's also a whimsical painting, charming in its absent-mindedness. 
 
Wrapped up 
In the last room of the gallery, the brush has been dragged across small canvases to depict moments when the 
artist is lying in bed reading. In Reading in Bed 5, she is barely visible. She is never upright, always sideways, 
wrapped up under the duvet, her head buried in the pillow, her stomach crushed under the weight of a heavy 
book. The colours (yellow sheets, a brown duvet) and her pyjamas (blue and red tartan) keep her warm, and 
the soft layers of paint tuck her in. 
 
Written by JUDICAËL LAVRADOR 
 
THE DOG'S BIRTHDAY, by CHANTAL JOFFE, at Skarstedt Gallery (75008), Through May 31st. 


